It’s Rug Auction Time!!
By Cindy Gresser

It was the summer of 2002 when | first volunteered at the Smoki. They needed volunteers to
assist at the rug auction, carrying and displaying rugs. Not sounding like a terribly difficult job, | signed
up. The day of the auction came, | walked in the Smoki Pueblo and was amazed ... people swarming
around the beautiful Navajo rugs, talking quietly amongst themselves. The main room had started to
fill up; there were at least 100 chairs lined up in neat rows.

Soon, | found someone who directed me into “the line.” Before | knew it, | had a weaving in
my hands and was being told to take it down the center aisle and “show” the rug. Within a few
moments the booming voice of Bruce Burnham was calling out prices ... then Hank Blair yelled, and
more bid cards flew up in the air. A flurry of excitement, and then a loud, “SOLD!!"” And that
continued for the next few hours.

By the end, | realized that | knew nothing about Navajo rugs—the patterns, their styles and
symbols—what did they all mean? When the next year rolled around, | really didn’t want to
volunteer—I wanted to learn. So, to the rug auction | went. | carefully and intentionally selected a
seat right next to Ginger Johnson. | think | questioned her about every rug that came out . In about
three hours | got an education that since that time, | have been able to share with others. But of
course, the following year, | CAME TO BUY!! | am the proud owner of several lovely rugs,
including a Teec Nos Pos, Yei and a Crystal.

Since that year, | have had the good fortune of getting to know Sherry Burnham and her
husband Kary Dunham. | have volunteered (almost) every year since then, and sit at the front table
recording bid information for the museum (Ginny Smith's old job!). While I'm there, Sherry and | talk
over a lot of the rugs and my knowledge has further expanded. What a wonderful place Smoki is—a
learning experience while you help a 501(c)3 grow.

So, whether you're buying, selling or just learning, the rug auction is a truly wonderful event.
Be sure and join us this year as there are bound to be terrific bargains like there are every year. The
Smoki Rug Auctions have become some of the premier rugs auctions in the Southwest. As always,
many thanks to Jeff Ogg for his continuing support and assistance.

WHEN: March 13th, 1:00 pm
WHERE: Smoki Pueblo, 147 North Arizona Avenue, Prescott

Consignments will be taken at Ogg’s Hogan, |11 North Cortez Street,
Prescott, March Ist thru March 5th from | lam to 4pm
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President’s Report
By LindaYoung, President, Board of Trustees

In 2010 the Smoki Museum will be 75 years old! What
stories these walls could tell if they could talk! 2010 is the
year the stories will be told. Plans are underway for a 75"
anniversary celebration that will include a special exhibit of
Smoki People memorabilia, and panel discussions by
historians and former Smoki People. The recent release of
the DVD “Borrowed Dances” is just in time to provide an
overview of the history of the Smoki People and the
Museum they founded.

In addition, the 2010 lineup will feature an exhibit by a
contemporary Indian artist and an exhibit of jewelry from
our own collection. The 2010 Southwest Indian Arts
Festival this year will feature demonstrations by artists as
well as new performers. And, of course, we plan to hold
our two annual Navajo Rug Auctions in March and July,
with the Indian Art auction in July. The Celebration of the
Three Sisters dinner will be back in 2010, along with a
wine tasting event in the Pueblo.

These are just a few of the highlights of the upcoming
schedule. The 2010 plans are the most exciting that | can
recall in many years, and there are more plans under
development. This year we have provided the schedule at
the start of the year to facilitate getting the word out to the
public about the events available at the Smoki Museum.
The best way to make sure you do not miss any of these
exciting activities is to pick up one of the Smoki Museum
calendars available for $9.95 in the gift shop. Not only will
you keep track of upcoming events, but the lovely
photographs for each month will grace your home

or office.

| look forward to seeing you at the Museum throughout the
year.
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American Indian Art and Culture

Hey Members!!

If you have recently renewed your membership, you may have noticed
that you DID NOT receive a “Membership Card.” Since we have
moved our membership renewals from a volunteer to staff position, we
now run monthly reports of our current members. No need to bring
your card to The Trading Post for your 10% discount or to the Front
Desk for free admission ...

You’re on the list!!
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This helps us save time and money.

Our Mission
The Mission of the Smoki Museum is to instill
understanding and respect for the indigenous
cultures of the Southwest.

Contact
http://www.smokimuseum.org
info@smokimuseum.org
147 North Arizona Avenue
Prescott, Arizona 86301
928-445-1230
Fax: 928-777-0573
Hours: [0:00 am to 4:00 pm Tues-Sat
Sunday |:00pm to 4pm
Open Year Round

Board of Trustees
Linda Young, President
Goodie Berquist, Vice President
Kent Robinson, Treasurer
Dennis Shaw, Secretary
Jim Christopher
Sue Favour
Joan Krauskopf
Donald Nelson
Ron Robinson

Staff

Cindy Gresser, Executive Director
Lynn Bischoff, Office Manager
Regina Butt, Asst. Store Manager
Ginger |ohnson, Librarian
Janet Shaw, Store Manager
Dennis Steinberg, Public Relations
Kate Tittle, Bookkeeper
Kevin Turner, Facilities Manager
Wally Warren, Facilities Consultant

Native American Advisory Council
Tony Eriacho, Zuni
Leigh Kumanwisiwma, Hopi
Scot Kwiatkowski, Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe
Ramson Lomatewama, Hopi
Donald Nelson, Hopi
Sylvia Querta, Hualapai Tribe
Rosanda Suetopka-Thayer, Hopi

Memberships
Student $20
Individual $25
Family $35
Mogollon $125
Additional Supporter Levels available
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January | thru January | Ith

January 5th
January 7th
January | Ith
January | Ith
January 19th
January 26th

February 8th

February 23rd
March 2nd
March 6th
March 8th
March |13th
March | 6th
March | 6th

March 23rd

5:30 pm
3:00 pm
[2:00 pm
2:00 pm
[:30 pm
9:00 am

2:00 pm

9:00 am
5:30 pm
[:00 pm
2:00 pm
[:00 pm
12:00 pm
[:30 pm

9:00 am

Hoppy New Year!!

Museum Closed for care and cleaning of the Collection
Board of Trustees Meeting

Holiday Hangover Party in the Pueblo!!

Trading Post Team Meeting

Book Club: Blood and Thunder by Hampton Sides
Exhibit Team Meeting

Volunteer Meeting

Book Club: The Apache Indians, In Search of the Missin
Tribe by Helge Ingstad

Volunteer Meeting

Board of Trustees Meeting

Opening of Margarete Bagshaw Exhibit
Book Club: TBD

Rug Auction!!

Trading Post Team Meeting

Exhibit Team Meeting

Volunteer Meeting

Watch your email for Rug Auction Team Meetings and other planning committees and teams!!

Remember to buy your Smoki Wall Calendar in the Trading Post ~ Only $9.95!



